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ASIA NOW 2018 
ASIA NOW goes from strength to strength in its 4th 

edition with the spotlight on Japan 
 

17 – 21 October 2018 

9 avenue Hoche | 75008 Paris 
 

 
View of the Tang Contemporary Art stand  

© OCULA/Charles Roussel 

 
¬ On Sunday 21 October, ASIA NOW closed the doors of its fourth edition. Over a period of 6 

days, the Haussmann-style building located at 9 Avenue Hoche welcomed 16,000 visitors, an 

increase of 20% over the previous edition. International collectors, cultural institutions and the 

general public came to discover the emerging Asian artistic scene through the innovative 

proposals of some 42 galleries and 7 special projects, representing artists from 10 regions 

throughout Asia. 

¬ As ever, this year’s edition benefited from its intimate setting, a careful selection of galleries, 

its rigorous artistic proposals and a program of talks and screenings. The fair has gained the 

respect of international cultural institutions, experts, art lovers and collectors.  The participants 

included figures such as Yuko Hasegawa (MOT, Tokyo), Reiko Tsubaki (Mori Art Museum, 

Tokyo), Akiko Miki (Benesse Art Site, Naoshima), Odile Burluraux (Museum of Modern Art, 

Paris), Catherine David (Pompidou Centre), Hans Ulrich Obrist (Serpentine Galleries, London), 

as well as the artists Kohei Nawa, Makoto Aida, Teppei Kaneuji, Liu Bolin and the architect Sou 

Fujimoto. 

 

 

The Japanese Platform 

¬ The Japanese Platform, curated by Emmanuelle de Montgazon and Isabelle Olivier, 

generated a buzz. It hosted a selection of 6 Japanese and French galleries presenting 

established and emerging Japanese artists. The Franco-Japanese gallery Tokyoïte was 
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delighted by its first participation in ASIA NOW: "We concluded many sales right from the very 

first days, with pieces selling for between 3,000 and 10,000 euros.  Our artists Fantasista 

Utamaro and Takeru Amano attracted much interest from French collectors but also those 

from Britain, Lebanon, and America. We renewed our exhibition display three times and had 

the privilege of selling one of Fantasista Utamaro's works to a collector of the Japanese art 

scene. For us, participating in ASIA NOW offers us an additional opening, above and beyond 

the somewhat insular world of Japanese collectors". 

¬ The Talion Gallery and S.O.C. Satoko Oe Contemporary from Tokyo declared, "we really 

enjoyed the collaboration with Emmanuelle de Montgazon, the Platform Curator as well as 

with Sou Fujimoto, the architect responsible for the scenography. We saw a lot of curiosity 

from the public - an opportunity for us to introduce young emerging Japanese artists to this 

new audience. We were able to initiate discussions with collectors interested in acquiring a 

number of our pieces". 

¬ The Tokyo gallery The Container, which featured the work of Joji Nakamura, sold a large 

format acrylic on canvas, created by the artist during his performance on the opening evening, 

for 9,000 euros. 

¬ There was also much success for COHJU Contemporary Art from Kyoto, which was pleased 

with its sales and the wealth of contacts it made at the fair. Demand exceeded expectations, in 

particular with the sale of a work by Seiko Yamamoto to a French collector for 13,000 euros. 

The gallery owner also indicated a genuine interest in the work of Mio Yamato, whose works 

were on offer between 2,000 and 44,000 euros. 

¬ For its second participation, the Pierre-Yves Caër Gallery proposed a duo show of 

promising young artists. Two paintings by Aya Kawato were each sold for 5,000 euros; the 

photographer Makiko Kumano’s diaphanous prints made using the Fresson technique also 

attracted much interest from collectors. 

¬ The Belgian Fabien Fryns Fine Art sold all of the works by by the Japanese artist Yukimasa 

Ida on the first day of the fair. His pieces were exhibited in a solo show and the works varied 

in price between 3,500 and 22,000 euros. 

¬ Present for the first time at ASIA NOW, La Patinoire Royale – the Valérie Bach Gallery 

presented works by Trong Gia Nguyen from Vietnam with those of Yuken Teruya and Yoshimi 

Futamura from Japan, including a ceramic Meditation Circle that was sold for 6,000 euros to a 

major French collector. He observed: "It was a good experience for us, in a pleasant setting, 

with a proven identity. This was a real opportunity for our gallery to be present in Paris during 

this week which attracted collectors from around the world. The public has shown itself to be 

interested and cultivated, in keeping with the presentations". 

 

 

The renewed presence of galleries from Korea 

¬ The Columns Gallery returned for a third consecutive year and continued its promotion of 

the Korean historical movement Dansaekhwa. Dong Jo Chang, director of the gallery, 

explained: "ASIA NOW is the only European fair in which we participate. We particularly 

appreciate the intimate format of the event which facilitates direct contact with the public and 

collectors, contrary to what we observe at the FIAC. Here, visitors who decide to come to ASIA 

NOW express a keen interest for the Asian art scene. The fair possesses an important 

pedagogical dimension, combining presentations from galleries, conferences and mediation, 

with the aim of raising public awareness of the various movements and practices throughout 

the continent. This interest was confirmed by the sale of a painting by Kim Tschang Yeul for 

165,000 euros. 

¬ Following the 2017 edition, which highlighted artistic creation in Korea, many galleries 

renewed their participation in Paris. The South Korean gallery SoSo presented new works by 
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Kim Yunsoo, Kim In Kyum, Yoon Sang Yeul and Suh Haiyoung, well-known artists in South 

Korea: "We are seeking to bring the works of artists we support in South Korea to the attention 

of the European public. These artists enjoy significant local renown within our institutions and 

it is important to offer them international visibility. It represents a big financial investment for 

us, but the feedback from ASIA NOW's audience lived up to our expectations. We were 

sincerely delighted to have been able to sell works by each of our artists, whose sculptures 

were sold for between 1,300 and 8,200 euros". 

¬ The Parisian gallery owner Maria Lund presented an all-Korean exhibition for her second 

participation in an exhibition space that was twice that of last year: "The works of Lee Jin Woo, 

combining charcoal and traditional Hanji paper, really made an impression on the public. I was 

able to sell some of his works for around 4,000 euros. Concerning the larger formats, I am 

currently in discussion with collectors to conclude these acquisitions. Participating in ASIA 

NOW allows me to create new contacts with collectors who I do not usually see in my gallery 

in Paris. ASIA NOW affirms its positioning and its legitimacy by forging links and joining forces 

with recognised figures from the Asian art world". 

¬ Present since the launch of the first fair in 2015, 313 Art Project from Seoul returned with 

three Korean artists, including Lee Wan whose works sold for between 12,000 and 28,000 

euros. Bonaventure Kwak, one of the founders of the gallery, noted "we have seen increasing 

interest and audience attendance year on year. It is important for us to return to each new 

edition with the same artists so that collectors can follow the progress of their work. We have 

strengthened our ties with Parisian collectors and we are about to open a branch in Paris during 

the course of next year". 

¬ The CHOI&LAGER GALLERY met with resounding success, in particular for the sale of works 

by Kim Young-Hun for 7,000 euros to a Belgian collector as well as one of Yu Jinyoung’s PVC 

sculptures for 16,000 euros. 

 

 

The affirmation of the Chinese scene 

¬ The exhibition by Chinese artists was particularly specialised for this 4th edition. The MadeIn 

Gallery from Shanghai offered works by the artist XU ZHEN® whose Metal Language was sold 

for nearly 40,000 euros. 

¬ Tang Contemporary Art, loyal participants since the beginning of ASIA NOW, attracted 

collectors and the general public alike. The work of Zhao Zhao, from the Skies series, was sold 

for 45,000 euros - a success that characterises this disciple of the artist Ai Weiwei. 

¬ For its first participation, the Beijing-Commune gallery from Peking presented a selection 

of established artists from the Chinese art scene by way of diverse media. Among them, Zhao 

Yao, one of whose works sold for 65,000 euros, the renowned artist Zhang Xiaogang, one of 

whose lithographies sold for 10,000 euros, as well as Ma Qiusha, one of whose works sold for 

8,500 euros. 

¬ The Parisian New Gallery was sold-out. Their stand was dedicated to the Chinese artist Li 

Shurui, whose works - sculptures, videos, and paintings - were on offer between 3,800 and 

15,000 euros. 

¬ It was the second participation for the Paris-Beijing gallery, which focused on the work of 

the young Chinese artist Wang Haiyang: "We were attracted by the format of the fair which 

encourages our exchanges with the key personalities from the world of art. The strong visibility 

that Liu Bolin enjoyed as part of his project for Ruinart made our participation all the more 

logical this year. We took advantage of this opportunity to highlight the work of Wang Haiyang 

who exhibited watercolours, acrylic paintings and a video (the prices ranged between 1,600 

and 25,000 euros)". 
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An rich program of special projects, conversations & projections 

¬ A platform for experimentation and discovery, ASIA NOW once again presented its special 

projects, highly appreciated by the audience, collectors and the general public alike. This was 

notably the case for Sarah Choo Jing's immersive video installation "Accelerated Intimacy", 

presented by SEA Focus, and Miao Ying's "Happily Contained" virtual reality installation, which 

offered the public a chance to appreciate the new media being utilised by various artists from 

Asia. Revisited traditional practices were also in the spotlight, especially for the Design Project 

based on the Tea Ceremony which was devised by Rain Wu. 

¬ A selection of performances was added to these projects, including Joji Nakamura's in situ 

painting which was immediately sold, and Teppei Kaneuji's White Discharge sculpture-

performance, of which two sculptures and one paper work were also sold during the fair. 

¬ The program, enriched by conversations and screenings hosted in its Studio, also met with 

great success. Collectors and the general public, specialists as well as amateurs, flocked to 

attend the numerous discussions which included a debate about the contemporary art market 

between the British author Georgina Adam and the journalist and art critic Roxana Azimi, a 

conversation between the renowned Japanese artist Kohei Nawa and Yuko Hasegawa, artistic 

director of the MOT, Tokyo, as well as a discussion between the architect Sou Fujimoto and 

Hans Ulrich Obrist, artistic director of the Serpentine Galleries in London. This was also the 

case for the numerous showings of videos by artists and documentaries, including the French 

sneak preview of Kusama-Infinity dedicated to Yayoi Kusama and a prize-winner at the 

Sundance Festival. 

 

¬ The 5th edition of ASIA NOW will take place from 16th to 20th October 2019, at 9 Avenue 

Hoche, in the 8th arrondissement of Paris. 

 

 
View of the installation Second Floorism by Makoto Aida for the Japanese Platform  

© OCULA/Charles Roussel 
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ASIA NOW I Paris Asian Art Fair 
17 – 21 October 2018 

9 avenue Hoche I 75008 Paris 

 

Next edition from October 16 to 20, 2019. 

_ 

Alexandra Fain – Founder & Director of ASIA NOW – alexandrafain@asianowparis.com   

_ 

www.asianowparis.com  

Facebook I Asia Now Paris 

Instagram I @ASIANOW   

_ 
 

PRESS CONTACTS 
 

BRUNSWICK ARTS 

asianow@brunswickgroup.com  

FRANCE 

Marina David / +33 6 86 72 24 21 mdavid@brunswickgroup.com 

Roxane Latrèche / +33 6 34 27 13 64 rlatreche@brunswickgroup.com  

UNITED KINGDOM 

Katie Campbell / +44 20 7396 5366 

kacampbell@brunswickgroup.com 

ASIA 

Damian Chandler / +852 3512 5060 

dchandler@brunswickgroup.com  

  

http://www.asianowparis.com/
mailto:asianow@brunswickgroup.com
mailto:mdavid@brunswickgroup.com
mailto:rlatreche@brunswickgroup.com
mailto:dchandler@brunswickgroup.com
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LIST OF PARTICIPATING GALLERIES 
 

 

24P Studio | Paris, France 

313 Art Project | Seoul, South Korea 

A2Z Art Gallery | Hong Kong | Paris, France 

A3 | Berlin, Germany | Singapore 

AMY LI GALLERY | Beijing, China 

Art’Loft/Lee-Bauwens Gallery | Forest, Belgium 

Art Seasons | Beijing, China | Singapore 

Artvera’s Gallery | Geneva, Switzerland 

Beijing Commune | Beijing, China 

Chi-Wen Gallery | Taipei, Taiwan 

CHOI&LAGER Gallery | Cologne, Germany | Seoul, South Korea 

The Columns Gallery | Seoul, South Korea 

C-Space+Local | Beijing, China 

COHJU Contemporary Art | Kyoto, Japan 

The Container | Tokyo, Japan 

Galerie DA-END | Paris, France 

DANYSZ gallery | Paris, France | Shanghai, China | London, UK 

The Drawing Room | Makati City, Philippines 

Fabien Fryns Fine Art | Beijing, China 

Finale Art File | Makati City, Philippines 

Ginkgo Space | Beijing, China 

HdM Gallery | London, UK | Beijing, China 

La Patinoire Royale – Galerie Valérie Bach | Brussels, Belgium 

Leo Gallery | Hong Kong | Shanghai, China 

MadeIn Gallery | Shanghai, China 

GALERIE MARIA LUND | Paris, France 

MORI YU GALLERY | Kyoto, Japan 

New Galerie | Paris, France 

Galerie Paris-Beijing | Paris, France 

Pierre-Yves Caër Gallery | Paris, France 

Primo Marella Gallery & Primae Noctis Gallery | Lugano, Italia | Milan, Italia 

S.O.C. Satoko Oe Contemporary | Tokyo, Japan 

Gallery SoSo | Gyeonggi-do, South Korea 

Gallery SU: | Seoul, South Korea 

Talion Gallery | Tokyo, Japan 

Tang Contemporary Art | Bangkok, Thailand | Hong Kong | Beijing, China 

TOKYOÏTE | Paris, France | Tokyo, Japan 

Tong Gallery + Projects | Beijing, China 

Vanguard Gallery | Shanghai, China 

Vinyl on Vinyl | Makati City, Philippines  

Yeo Workshop | Singapore 

Zeto Art | Paris, France 
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INSTITUTIONAL partners 
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Media Partners 
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Hospitality Partners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


